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Janina Kijner, an award-winning screenwriter, co-wrote and

line produced, duke’s house,  an original screenplay based on Duke Ellington, produced by Haus Films in NYC. The film premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival in May 2003. 

Ms. Kijner’s  feature-length screenplay, my father’s wedding, 

was a Quarter-Finalist in the Nicholl Screenwriting 

Fellowship Competition 2001.  The script was also a  Quarter-Finalist in the Austin Film Festival Screenwriting Competition 2001.

Ms. Kijner worked for UNICEF in post-war Kosovo as a facilitator on a documentary made 

by Kosovar-Albanian teens entitled, Postcard from Peje and helmed by Mark Landsman. 

The documentary premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in 2001 and was broadcast on Kosovo’s first independently run, national television station in 2001. She worked as a 

Multi-Media Arts Facilitator for UNICEF and several NGO's in Kosovo, FRY.

Ms. Kijner worked as a screenwriter for hire on: The Rice Burners  (Executive Producer, Agnieszka Holland - Washington Square, Europa, Europa),  Blye, Private Eye, (adapted from 

a Nicolas Pilaggi novel)  and Once We Were Strangers (Emanuelle Crialese’s Award-winning 

film; Montreal Film Festival).

She has had several stage plays produced at Off-Broadway theatres in NYC, including: 

One Man Woman Show, The Seductive Hand of Mr. Clean,  Dream Play,  Tevli’s Journey, 

and an adaptation of Kafka’s story, In The Penal Colony. Ms. Kijner was a resident 

Creative Director of Artaban Theatre Company, an international theatre troupe, along 

with director Robert Gourp, of France’s renown Theatre du Soleil, for two years in Manhattan. Their productions include: an adaptation of Moliere’s Don Juan in Manhattan, Cyrano, 

Immigrants Looking In; performed at The International Fringe Festival, La Mama’s Annex Theatre, and Theatre Alliance Francais in NYC.

Ms. Kijner’s  fiction, poetry, and journalism articles have appeared in newspapers and literary magazines. She was the recipient of a Poetry Fellowship from UCLA’s Creative Writing Program in the summer of 1992 and studied in Prague with Nobel-nominated poet, Miroslav Holub.  She holds a Masters Degree from New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts. 

She wrote, line produced & directed LoSERS LoUNGE under the SAG Experimental Agreement .  She recently produced & directed OCD 101, a short digi-comedy in NYC.

www.losersloungethemovie.com

